THE MARQUISE FEELS HER WAY
combined with freedom seemed to me to be well observed
there; the King was gay, unconstrained but always with an air
of grandeur which made it impossible to forget who he was;
he no longer appeared timid, but very much at his ease, talk-
ing very well and a great deal, enjoying himself and knowing
on this occasion how to do so. He seemed very much in love
with Madame de Pompadour, and did not hide the fact, hav-
ing shaken off all shame and apparently taken his stand,
whether he had become heedless or otherwise, having iden-
tified himself with the opinions of the world on this point,
without giving up other feelings, that is to say arranging for
himself principles (as many people do) according to his tastes
or passions. He appealed to me to be very conversant with
little things and little details without being inconvenienced by
them, and without committing himself in the big things.
Discretion was inborn with him; however, it is believed that
in private life he told the marquise nearly everything. In gene-
ral, according to the standards of high society, he appeared to
me very lofty in this particular, and all that was very well
regulated.

'I noticed that he spoke waggishly to the marquise of his
campaign, as if he really wanted to set out on the first^of May.
It seemed to me that he spoke to her very freely, as to a mis-
tress whom he loved and whom he felt he only possessed for
that purpose, and she, behaving herself very well, had a good
deal of influence, but the King always wanted to be absolute

master and was firm on that point-----' The due goes on to say:

"The King was, as I have said, very much at his ease, fond of
his old friends, finding it difficult to be separated from them
and not liking new faces/ Eighteen guests were squeezed in at
table. 'Le marechal de Saxe was there, but did not sit down to
table, as he had just dined; he only hooked up titbits, being
very greedy. The King, who always called him "comte de
Saxe", appeared to love and value him very much, and he
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